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The Right to Food in the Context of the German Supply 
Chain Due Diligence Act
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Sec. 2(2) LkSG: „A human rights risk […] is a condition in 
which […] there is a sufficient probability that a 
violation of one of the following prohibitions is

imminent:“
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LkSG – Protected Legal Positions
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Environment
Protection

Social
Standards

Labour Rights

Discrimination

Basic Human 
Rights

Right to life and health
Prohibition of slavery, servitude and forced
labour
Prohibition of child labour
Prohibition of torture

Prohibition of discrimination (sex, age, ethnicity, 
race, health status, political/religious views, 
sexual orientation)
Prohibition of wage discrimination

Right to fair wages
Right to work breaks and reasonable limitation of working hours
Right to form unions
Right to go on strike, freedom of association

Prohibition of causing soil, water and air pollution 
that endangers food and drinking water supplies 
and impedes access to sanitary facilities

Ban on the production of products 
including mercury
Ban on the production and use of 
persistent organic pollutants



LkSG – Protected Legal Positions

Sec. 2(1) LkSG: 
“Protected legal positions within the meaning of this Act are those 
arising from the conventions on the protection of human rights listed 
in nos. 1 to 11 of the Annex.”

Sec. 2(2) No. 12:
“A human rights risk […] is a condition in which […] there is a sufficient 
probability that a violation of one of the following prohibitions is 
imminent: […]
12. the prohibition of an act or omission in breach of a duty to act 
that goes beyond nos. 1 to 11, which is directly capable of impairing 
a protected legal position in a particularly serious manner […].”

Annex, no. 11: International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Sec. 11(1):
“1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of 
everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, 
including adequate food […].”
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LkSG – Protected Legal Positions
Conclusions

The right to food is not explicitly mentioned in Sec. 2(2) nos. 1 – 11 LkSG.

However, it is incorporated into the protected rights by Sec. 2(1) LkSG, Annex, no. 11, Sec. 11(1) 
ICESCR and Sec. 2(2) No. 12 LkSG.

LkSG requires attention to human rights based on identified risks, especially risks associated with 
specific industries and countries. Right to food will be relevant in specific industries and 
countries (such as the agricultural sector in relevant regions).

Right to food cannot be ensured without guaranteeing other basic human rights. Right to food 
is therefore an overarching human right, that incorporates other human rights.*
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The FSS and Supply Chain Due Diligence Obligations
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Due Diligence Obligations

LkSG Supplier fulfills FSS Supplier is in the process of
implementing FSS

Risk management
• Confirmation on 

implementation of risk
management system

• Support in establishing a risk
management system

Risk analysis
• Risk mitigating factor • Identification and verification

of risks (ex. NaFSA, QAT)
• Risk mitigating factor

Policy statement • Policy statement is in place • Implementation of policy
statement

Preventive measures

• Certification as means to
prevent human rights
violations

• FOSSEM – training and 
awareness

• Implementation of FSS as a 
preventive measure

• Audits for on-site verification
• FOSSEM – training and 

awareness

Remedial action • Process for remdial action
• Continuous monitoring

• Implementation of FSS as
remedial action

Documentation and reporting
• Documentation and 

monitoring system in place
• Establishing or verifying

documentation, reporting
and monitoring standards
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Conclusion: The FSS in the Context of the German Supply 
Chain Due Diligence Act
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•Certification and 
Implementation

FSS

•Risk management
•Risk analysis
•Policy statement
•Preventive measures
•Remedial Action
•Documentation and 
reporting

Due 
Diligence •Right to food

•Related human rights
(prohibition of child labour, 
discrimination, slave labour, 
guarantee of labour rights, 
etc.)

Human 
Rights
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GRAS is an integrated one-stop-shop solution to map sustainability information 
and verify compliance with relevant sustainability criteria

Biodiversity Areas

High Carbon Stock

Deforestation

Social Criteria

16



© GRAS GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited.

GRAS supports the requirements of the due diligence law through regular risk
analyses

17

• Identification of risks
• Disclosure of results to

internal decision-makers
• Conducted annually as 

well as on an ad-hoc 
basis in the event of a 
change of the risk 
situation

Grievance
Mechanism

Policy 
Statement and

preventive
measures

Regular 
risk
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For the German Supply Chain Law: GRAS conducts a risk evaluation of each
criterion listed in § 2 (2) of the LkSG,
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LkSG §2 (2):

• Child labour (1)

• Worst form of child labour (2)

• Forced Labour & Slavery (3 & 4)

• Work Safety (5)

• Freedom of Association (6)

• Discrimination (7)

• Adequate wage (8)

• Environmental negative impacts with effects 
on people (9)

• Prohibition of unlawful eviction and unlawful 
taking of land, forest and waters (10)

• Prohibition of hiring or use of private or 
public security forces (11)

 National risk evaluation is complemented by 
subnational data

 Quantitative and qualitative assessment and 
reporting 
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The risk assessment is carried out on the basis of different methodological 
approaches, thus utilizing the advantages of each
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Indices & statistics Structured internet 
researchLiterature review Georeferenced and 

subnational data

 Providing additional 
perspective

 Subnational data on 
single criteria

 International reports on 
specific LkSG criteria

 Focus on legal framework 
and alignments with 
international standards

 National and (if available) 
sub-national data

 International comparability

 All LkSG criteria are 
covered

 Structured research using 
predefined key word list

 Results depend on the 
amount of incidences but 
also governance factors
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Subnational Results

The results support the company-specific risk evaluation of individual entities
and suppliers to fulfil the requirements of the German Due Dilligence Law

 The methodologies, datasets and results are
provided in one concise report per country

 Companies can build on a solid and transparent 
basis for the individual risk evaluation of own 
entities and suppliers

 An update can be conducted on a yearly basis to
meet the requirements of the LkSG

 Methods will be improved based on updated and 
additional available datasets

 Feedback from companies and other stakeholders
will be used for future risk assessment updates
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Übersicht der Ergebnisse
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GRAS collaboration with the Food Security Standard
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In collaboration with FSS, GRAS aims 
at: 

 Further reflecting food security 
situation at country level through
georeferenced data and,

 Strengthening its social indexes in 
line with the German Supply Chain 
Act
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GRAS collaboration with the Food Security Standard
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 Calling attention to areas where hunger levels are highest
and where the need for additional efforts to eliminate hunger
is greatest

 Raising awareness and understanding on food insecurity
worldwide

 Filling data gaps by displaying international and national 
datasets

 Enabling to quickly compare indicators and indexes

Integrating 
food security 
within GRAS 

tool

OUTCOMES

BENEFICIARIES
 Multinational companies
 Retailers
 Producers
 Vendors
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Thank you very much for your attention!

GRAS Global Risk Assessment Services
Tel: +49 221 5080 2030

Email: rothe@gras-system.org
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National Food 
Security 
Assessment 
Tool (NaFSA)



Global Hunger Index, 2022, Welthungerhilfe

 As many as 828 million people go
to bed hungry every night

 The number of people affected
by hunger has risen by 150
Million in 2 years

Global Food Crisis

Understanding current Food 
Security risks
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1. 
Establishing

management system

2. 
Identifying risks

3. 
Preventing & 

Mitigating

4.
Tracking 

Performance

5. 
Transparent 

reporting

3.
Food security sensitive
management (FOSSEM)
• Rights-based approach
• Training and awareness 

raising
• Participation & dialogue 
• Local development

4.
Certification incl. FSS
• Monitor food security
• Complaints mechanism
• Documentation
• Third-party verification
• Audit reports 

4.
FSS Certificates & Reports
• Comprehensive and 

Summary reports
• GRI 13
• FAO Food Security 

Experience Scale (FIES) 2.
• National Food Security 

Assessment Tool (NaFSA)
• Quick Assessment Tool 

(QAT)

Identifying agricultural supply chain specific risks

1.
• Integrate the right to food 

within enterprise policy 
for RBC

• Structure internal 
management



28FOOD SECURITY STANDARD

• A user-friendly online tool developed to inform and 
increase awareness of companies and auditors 
regarding national food security situation

• Highlight potential critical themes regarding food 
security and the realization of the Right to Food at 
country level 

• Abstract risks assessment as part of the German 
Supply chain act

The National Food Security  Assessment Tool (NaFSA)

NaFSA Online: 
https://foodsecuritystandard.org/nafsa-tool/

https://foodsecuritystandard.org/nafsa-tool/


NAFSA assessment - Honduras



1. Level of Food Insecurity

1. Name of the indicators

2. Name of the source and data 
collection method

3. Numerical or binary result

4. Risk category and analyses of the 
result
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Integrating the right to food in Human Rights Risk Management

1. 
Establishing

management system

2. 
Identifying risks

3. 
Preventing & 

Mitigating

4.
Tracking 

Performance

5. 
Transparent 

reporting

Establish a risk management system sensitive
to food security.

Integrate Food Security within the concrete
identification of agricultural supply chain risks
with the Quick Assessment tool (QAT).

Design and implement a risk management plan
to respond to identified risks.
Adopt the Food security sensitive management 
(FOSSEM) approach

Ensure that RBC policy and commitments 
protect the right to food.



32

With support of

CONTACT DETAILS:

Thank you 
for your 
attention. info@foodsecuritystandard.org

www.foodsecuritystandard.org

https://websanag.sharepoint.com/sites/FSS_Training/Shared%20Documents/Shared%20folder/Project%20deliverables/0.%20Final%20versions/info@foodsecuritystandard.org
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